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PRICE CONTACT BROKER

SITE SIZE +/- 9.0 ACRES

GBA +/- 11,144 SF

TOTAL
BEDS/BATHS

7 Beds / 5.5 Baths

#OF BUILDINGS 3 BUILDINGS
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MARY PLANTATION
The McEnery Company is proud to present The Mary Plantation—an iconic Mississippi
River estate and one of Louisiana’s most historic and architecturally significant properties.
Located in Plaquemines Parish just 20 miles from downtown New Orleans, this landmark
dates back to the late 18th century and is recognized as the oldest home in the parish.
Reconstructed in the 1820s, the main house reflects classic French Creole design and
offers approximately 7,475 square feet, including 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, and 3,961
square feet of grand porches and patio areas.

Set on a serene riverfront site with mature live oaks and manicured surroundings, the
estate includes two additional residences: a 1,764-square-foot upriver guest house with
garden views (1 bed/1 bath, ADA accessible) and a 1,905-square-foot downriver home
with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, and a two-bay metal building for equipment and storage.
Recent improvements include a new slate roof, exterior paint, updated electrical systems,
stone installations, third-floor dormer windows, and extensive landscape lighting. Listed
on the National Register of Historic Places and eligible for both State and Federal Historic
Tax Credits, Mary Plantation presents a unique opportunity for private ownership or
adaptive reuse as a boutique venue, cultural retreat, or heritage destination.



Mary Plantation, located along the east bank of the Mississippi River in Braithwaite, Louisiana, stands as one of the most historically
significant and architecturally intact antebellum homes in the state. Recognized as the oldest house in Plaquemines Parish, the
plantation traces its origins to the late 18th century, when Louisiana was still under Spanish colonial rule. The land was initially
granted as part of a riverfront concession intended to encourage agricultural development along the fertile Mississippi corridor. Like
many early Creole plantations, Mary Plantation was established for the cultivation of sugarcane, which dominated the region’s
economy throughout the 18th and 19th centuries.

The estate’s most defining structure—the current main house—was constructed in the 1820s, replacing or expanding upon earlier
structures. Built in the French Creole style, the house exemplifies the traditional raised-basement design used to mitigate flooding
and heat, with wide galleries, French doors, and heavy cypress timbers that reflect the craftsmanship of the era. The home’s
architecture is a testament to Louisiana’s colonial influences, blending Caribbean, French, and local design principles. The residence
was constructed by enslaved laborers, who also worked the surrounding cane fields, contributing to the plantation's agricultural
output and wealth.

In the 19th century, Mary Plantation changed hands several times and continued operating as a sugar plantation through the
antebellum period and into the Reconstruction era. Like many Southern plantations, the property faced upheaval during and after the
Civil War, eventually transitioning from its original function into a private estate. Despite the economic and environmental challenges
that shaped much of rural Louisiana in the 20th century, Mary Plantation remained remarkably well-preserved.

In the mid-20th century, efforts were made to restore and maintain the historic character of the property, recognizing its cultural and
architectural value. The plantation was eventually listed on the National Register of Historic Places, affirming its significance as a
rare and authentic example of early Louisiana plantation life. Over the years, it has been used for historical tours, private events, and
as a residence, offering visitors a unique window into the state's colonial and antebellum heritage.

Today, Mary Plantation endures as a powerful symbol of Louisiana’s layered past—reflecting both the architectural elegance of
Creole craftsmanship and the complex socio-economic history of the American South. Its survival offers a rare opportunity to
experience an authentic plantation setting that remains largely untouched by modern development, making it one of the most
treasured historic properties in the region.
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